
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

The Somerville Public School district promotes ongoing student achievement through purposeful, 

research-based professional growth experiences during which teams of educators collaborate in 

professional learning communities. Colleagues combine a shared vision and focus on results with a 

dedication to inquiry, problem solving, and reflection as they work with peer coaches and 

administrators to analyze and improve student learning. 
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Register on-line by clicking here. 

 
Registrants may access the brochure directly at www.somervillenjk12.org. 

Click on        District Information        Professional Development    2011-2012 Collaborative 

Professional Learning Academy. If you have registration questions, please contact the Office 

of Curriculum and Instruction at (908) 218-4118. 

 

https://spreadsheets.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dHNpcndkVEUzbUhmamZ3U0c1dU05Wmc6MA
https://spreadsheets.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dHNpcndkVEUzbUhmamZ3U0c1dU05Wmc6MA
http://www.somervillenjk12.org/
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25 ï Office 2010 PowerPoint: Administrators, Teachers, and Secretarial Staff ---------------------------- 22 

25 ï Real-time Interactive Inquiry-based Science and Mathematics Projects: Grades K-8 --------------- 13 

26 ï Teaching through the Multiple Intelligences (Session 2A): Grades PreK-5 -------------------------- 09 
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Calendar At-A-Glance 
 
November 2011             Page # 

 

08 ï Syllables and Spelling: Grades 2-5 -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 13 

08 ï Creating Teacher Web Pages: Grades PreK-12 ----------------------------------------------------------- 25 

03 ï Differentiated Instruction: Grades 9-12 --------------------------------------------------------------------- 13 

15 ï Interactive Notebooks: Grades K-12 ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 20 

15 ï Study Island: Using Technology to Close the Achievement Gap: Grades K-12/ELA --------------- 23 

16 ï Leveling Your Classroom Library Books: Grades K-5 --------------------------------------------------- 14 

17 ï Differentiated Instruction: Grades PreK-12 ----------------------------------------------------------------17 

17 ï Speech for All Learners (Session 2): Grades PreK-12 ---------------------------------------------------- 11 

22 ï Creating Teacher Web Pages: Grades PreK-12 ----------------------------------------------------------- 25 

22 ï Electronic Student Portfolios and Journals: Grades K-12 ------------------------------------------------ 26 

28 ï Digital Camera: Intermediate: Grades PreK-12 ----------------------------------------------------------- 24 

29 ï ePortfolios: Grades PreK-12 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 14 

30 ï Optimize the Use of Student Computers: Grades PreK-5 ------------------------------------------------ 26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2011                                                                                                                                   Page # 
 

05 ï Digital Camera: Advanced: Grades PreK-12 -------------------------------------------------------------- 24 

06 ï Behavior Management: Grades PreK-8 --------------------------------------------------------------------- 12 

06 ï Creating Teacher Web Pages: Grades PreK-12 ------------------------------------------------------------ 25 

08 ï Using the Smart Response System with the Notebook Software: Grades PreK-12 ------------------- 28 

13 ï Podcasting 1-2-3: Grades PreK-12 -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 26 

14 ï Study Island: Using Technology to Close the Achievement Gap: Grades K-12/Mathematics ------ 23 

17 ï Differentiated Instruction: Grades PreK-12 ----------------------------------------------------------------17 

15 ï Using the Smart Response System with Study Island: Grades 2-8 ------------------------------------- 28 

20 ï Creating Teacher Web Pages: Grades PreK-12 ------------------------------------------------------------ 25 
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Calendar At-A-Glance 
 
January 2012      Page # 

 

18 ï Using Type to Learn as a Center Activity: Grades 3-5 --------------------------------------------------- 27 

19 ï Exploring Formative Assessment: Grades PreK-12 -------------------------------------------------------18 

23 ï Using QAR to Improve Reading Comprehension ï Session 2: Grades K-8 --------------------------- 10 

25 ï PowerPoint ï Tips and Tricks with Music: Grades 6-12 ------------------------------------------------- 27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2012            Page #              

 

16 ï Exploring Formative Assessment: Grades PreK-12 -------------------------------------------------------18 

22 ï Behavior Management ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 12 

22 ï PowerPoint ï Tips and Tricks with Music: Grades 6-12 ------------------------------------------------- 27 

22 ï Teaching through the Multiple Intelligences (Session 1B): Grades PreK-5 -------------------------- 09 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=february+clip+art&view=detail&id=8AB1E4CACB9251411C1DBF4164871264DEF2DA6C&first=360&FORM=IDFRIR
http://mail.theholidayspot.com/downloads/planner/february.gif
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=february+clip+art&view=detail&id=8AB1E4CACB9251411C1DBF4164871264DEF2DA6C&first=360&FORM=IDFRIR
http://mail.theholidayspot.com/downloads/planner/february.gif
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=february+clip+art&view=detail&id=8AB1E4CACB9251411C1DBF4164871264DEF2DA6C&first=360&FORM=IDFRIR
http://mail.theholidayspot.com/downloads/planner/february.gif
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Calendar At-A-Glance 
 
 

March 2012            Page #              

 

08 ï Speech for All Learners (Session 3): Grades PreK-12 ---------------------------------------------------- 11 

15 ï Exploring Formative Assessment: Grades PreK-12 -------------------------------------------------------18 

28 ï Teaching through the Multiple Intelligences (Session 2B): Grades PreK-5 -------------------------- 09 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2012      Page #                                                                                       

 

17 ï Instructional Strategies Using the Touch Math Addition, Subtraction, Word Problems,  

 and Money Programs (Session 1B): Grades K-3 ---------------------------------------------------------- 09 

18 ï Behavior Management: Grades PreK-8 --------------------------------------------------------------------- 12 

19 ï Speech for All Learners (Session 4): Grades PreK-2 ----------------------------------------------------- 11 

24 ï Instructional Strategies Using the Touch Math Addition, Subtraction, Word Problems,  

 and Money Programs (Session 2B): Grades K-3 ---------------------------------------------------------  09 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://clipartlog.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/07/butterfly.png
http://clipartlog.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/07/butterfly.png
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Calendar At-A-Glance 
 

 

 

TEACHER WELLNESS*  
             Page # 

September 2011 
 

19 ï Zumba: Grades PreK-12 (Session 1) ------------------------------------------------------------------------30 
 

October 2011 
 

04 ï Pilates on the Mat: Grades PreK-12 (Session 1) -----------------------------------------------------------30 

18 ï Pilates on the Mat: Grades PreK-12 (Session 2) -----------------------------------------------------------30 

17 ï Zumba: Grades PreK-12 (Session 2) ------------------------------------------------------------------------30 

25 ï Pilates on the Mat: Grades PreK-12 (Session 2) -----------------------------------------------------------30 
 

November 2011 
 

14 ï Zumba: Grades PreK-12 (Session 3) ------------------------------------------------------------------------30 
 

December 2011 
 

12 ï Zumba: Grades PreK-12 (Session 4) ------------------------------------------------------------------------30 
 

January 2012 
 

23 ï Zumba: Grades PreK-12 (Session 5) ------------------------------------------------------------------------30 
 

February 2012 
 

07 ï Pilates on the Mat: Grades PreK-12 (Session 2) -----------------------------------------------------------30 

13 ï Zumba: Grades PreK-12 (Session 6) ------------------------------------------------------------------------30 

14 ï Pilates on the Mat: Grades PreK-12 (Session 5) -----------------------------------------------------------30 

21 ï Pilates on the Mat: Grades PreK-12 (Session 6) -----------------------------------------------------------30 

28 ï Pilates on the Mat: Grades PreK-12 (Session 7) -----------------------------------------------------------30 

 

 

March 2012 
 

26 ï Zumba: Grades PreK-12 (Session 7) ------------------------------------------------------------------------30 
 

April  2012 
 

23 ï Zumba: Grades PreK-12 (Session 8) ------------------------------------------------------------------------30 
 

May 2012 
 

21 ï Zumba: Grades PreK-12 (Session 9) ------------------------------------------------------------------------30 
 

June 2012 
 

11 ï Zumba: Grades PreK-12 (Session 10) -----------------------------------------------------------------------30 

 

 

 

 
*These sessions are offered to promote staff wellness and fitness. 

No professional development credit will be granted. 



- 8 - 

 

 

 

 

 

PEER COACHING  

 



- 9 - 

 

Instructional Strategies Using the Touch Math Addition, Subtraction, Word 

Problems, and Money Programs: Grades K-3 
 

Date:   See below 

Time:  3:15 p.m. ï 4:15 p.m. 

Location:  VDV, Room D42 

Presenter:  Kristin Tepedino ï Van Derveer Elementary School Teacher 

# of Sessions:  2 

Credit Hours:  1 per session 

 

These research-based programs are easy to use and can be introduced to the whole class or 

struggling learners. The workshop will provide student reproducible and instructional aids that 

can be used immediately in the classroom. Students will learn a concrete system to solve addition 

and subtraction problems and increase their fact fluency. The money system provides students 

with symbols that correspond to values to be used in adding mixed coins. These programs are 

great tools to use for Response to Intervention for students who are referred to the I&RS team. 

Session is repeated in April 2012. 

 
Session 1A: Monday, September 19, 2011 

Session 2A: Tuesday, September 27, 2011 

 

Session 1B: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 

   Session 2B: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 

 

 

Teaching through the Multiple Intelligences: Grades PreK-5 
 

Date:   See below 

Time:  3:15 p.m. ï 4:15 p.m. 

Location:  VDV, Room D44 

Presenter:  Megan Lazarte and Jessica Markle ï Van Derveer Elementary School Teachers 

# of Sessions:  2 

Credit Hours:  1 per session 

 

This workshop will introduce participants to the Gardnerôs intelligences and provide various 

structures to use in the classroom to ensure successful engagement of all students. 

 

     

Session 1A: Wednesday, September 28, 2011 

Session 2A: Wednesday, October 26, 2011 

 

Session 1B: Wednesday, February 22, 2012 

Session 2B: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 
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Using QAR to Improve Reading Comprehension ï Session 1: Grades K-2 
 

Date:   Monday, September 26, 2011 

Time:  3:15 p.m. ï 4:15 p.m. 

Location:  VDV, Media Center 

Presenter:  Lindsay Frevert and Jessica Markle ï Van Derveer Elementary School Teachers 

# of Sessions:  1 

Credit Hours: 1 

 

Review the four types of questions in the Question-Answer-Response (QAR) framework. 

Discover strategies for teaching the type of questions and strategies for students to use in 

applying QAR in the classroom. 

 

Using QAR to Improve Reading Comprehension ï Session 1: Grades 3-8 
 

Date:   Tuesday, October 11, 2011 

Time:  3:15 p.m. ï 4:15 p.m. 

Location:  VDV, Media Center 

Presenter:  Lindsay Frevert and Jessica Markle ï Van Derveer Elementary School Teachers 

# of Sessions:  1 

Credit Hours:  1 

 

Review the four types of questions in the Question-Answer-Response (QAR) framework. 

Discover strategies for teaching the type of questions and strategies for students to use in 

applying QAR in the classroom. 

Using QAR to Improve Reading Comprehension ï Session 2: Grades K-8 
 

Date:   Monday, January 23, 2012 

Time:  3:15 p.m. ï 4:15 p.m. 

Location:  VDV, Media Center 

Presenter:  Lindsay Frevert and Jessica Markle ï Van Derveer Elementary School Teachers 

# of Sessions:  1 

Credit Hours:  1 

 

This workshop will convene for those who have implemented QAR in the classroom and would 

like to discuss successes and challenges associated with the implementation. 
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Speech for All Learners:  Grades PreK-12 
 

Date:   Thursday, October 6, 2011 

  Thursday, November 17, 2011 

  Thursday, March 8, 2012 

  Thursday, April 19, 2012 

Time:  3:15 p.m. ï 4:15 p.m. 

Location:  VDV, Computer Lab 

Presenter:  Dayle Kurland ï VDV Elementary School Speech Specialist 

# of Sessions:  4 

Credit Hours:  1 per session 

 

Support all learners in your classes in the development of speech for advancing student progress. 

Proven strategies in speech instruction aid all students to develop oral articulation skills and ease 

in addressing their peers during classroom discussions. Join these sessions to gain knowledge on 

how to support verbal communication skills that enhance student progress. 

 

Session 1:  Overview: types of speech and language disorders, role of speech-language 

pathology services, and integration in classroom. 

 

Session 2:  Auditory Processing: collaborate to discuss the challenges you have 

identified in your classes and to work with your expert peer coach to learn 

and employ strategies that will address those challenges. 

 

Session 3:  Language Disorder (Receptive-Expressive): share questions and experiences 

with your peer coach and colleagues as you learn how to advance the 

receptive-expressive abilities of your students. 

 

Session 4: Articulation/Fluency/Voice Disorders: during this final session, assess the 

effectiveness of the previously-identified strategies you are employing in 

class, problem solve with the aid of your peer coach and colleagues, and 

identify proven techniques that will advance the articulation skills of all 

students. 
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Scaffolding Reading Comprehension: Grades PreK-5 
 

Date:   Monday, October 3, 2011 

  Monday, October 17, 2011 

  Monday, October 24, 2011 

Time:  3:30 p.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 

Location:  VDV, Media Center 

Presenter:  Deidre Rajoppi ï Van Derveer Elementary School Speech Therapist 

# of Sessions:  3 

Credit Hours:  1 per session 

 

Improve your studentsô reading comprehension by using scaffolding techniques. Learn various 

strategies for before, during, and after reading, which will promote each studentôs understanding 

of the text and development of vocabulary. 
 

Behavior Management: Grades PreK-8 
 

Date:   Tuesday, October 4, 2011 

  Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

  Wednesday, February 22, 2012 

  Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Time:  3:30 p.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 

Location:  VDV, Room D47 

Presenter:  Kristen Tepedino and Julia Wilk ï Van Derveer Elementary School Teachers 

# of Sessions:  4 

Credit Hours:  1 per session 

 

This workshop will provide various behavior techniques, strategies, and systems to use with 

whole class and individual behavior needs. Participants will be provided with ready-to-use 

materials. Collaborate to ensure that your classrooms are productive and effective learning 

environments free from disruption. 

 

Supporting Preschool ELLs: Grade PreK 
 

Date:   Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Time:  3:30 p.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 

Location:  Preschool 

Presenter:  Deborah Cortigiani ï Somerville Middle School Teacher 

# of Sessions:  1 (additional sessions added as needed) 

Credit Hours:  1  

 

Learn techniques and strategies to support the progress of our youngest English language 

learners through play, peer and teacher interaction, paired activities, and direct instruction. 

Additional sessions will track student progress and assess necessary continuing strategies. 
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Real-time Interactive Inquiry -based Science and Mathematics Projects: Grades K-8 
 

Date:  Tuesday, October 25, 2011 

Time:  3:30 p.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 

Location:  District Conference Room 

Presenter:  Cindy Atkins ï PreK-12 Supervisor  

# of Sessions:  1 

Credit Hours:  1 

 

Join this session of Internet-based projects using real-time data and primary source information 

from government and commercial databases to engage students in telecollaboration. Learn to 

access primary source information that enhances instructions. Unique and compelling Internet-

based educational applications make learning come alive for students and teachers alike. 

 

 

Differentiated Instruction : Grades 9-12 
 

Date:   Thursday, November 3, 2011 

Time:  3:30 p.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 

Location:  SHS, Media Center 

Presenter:  Richard Sabol ï Somerville High School Teacher 

# of Sessions:  1 

Credit Hours:  1 

 

Share methods for creating lessons, activities, and assessments that meet the needs of all 

students. Techniques that enhance universal student engagement and progress will be shared. 

 

 

Syllables and Spelling: Grades 2-5 
 

Date:   Tuesday, November 8, 2011 

Time:  3:10 p.m. ï 4:10 p.m. 

Location:  VDV, Room B26 

Presenter:  Jessica Warner ï Van Derveer Elementary School Reading Specialist 

# of Sessions:  1 

Credit Hours:  1  

 

Learn to teach the six types of syllables and rules of syllable division according to the Wilson 

System. Develop meaningful spelling lists to use in your classroom. If possible, bring your 

current spelling lists with you. 
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Leveling Your Classroom Library Books: Grades K-5 
 

Date:   Wednesday, November 16, 2011 

Time:  3:10 p.m. ï 4:10 p.m. 

Location:  VDV, Room B26 

Presenter:  Jessica Warner ï Van Derveer Elementary School Reading Specialist 

# of Sessions:  1 

Credit Hours:  1  

 

Use Fountas and Pinnell guided reading level resources to level your classroom library books. 

Bring a list of your books or the books themselves to the workshop. Engage all of your readers 

with appropriate materials that challenge them and encourage the love of reading.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

ePortfolios: Grades PreK-12 
 

Date:   Tuesday, November 29, 2011 

Time:  3:15 p.m. ï 4:15 p.m. 

Location:  VDV, Computer Lab 

Presenter:  Lisa Conklin ï Somerville High School Teacher 

# of Sessions:  1 

Credit Hours:  1  

 

Participants in this workshop will assess their value of portfolios and ePortfolios for students and 

teachers alike. Determine how portfolios can be used to evaluate performance, set goals, and 

increase cross-curricular connections. 
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Initiating the Teacher Portfolio:  Grades PreK-12 
 

Date: See below 

Time: See below 

Location: See below 

Presenter: Thomas A. Conroy ï Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

# of Sessions: 1 

Credit Hours:  None 

 

This informational session includes a review and discussion of the district's teacher portfolio 

application process and report forms. Teachers who wish to participate in a portfolio 

partnership during 2011-2012 are required to attend any one of the informational sessions 

listed below. Portfolio registration forms are available at the session. 

 

  Tuesday, September 13, 2011ð2:30-3:30 p.m.ðSHS, Room 108 

  Tuesday, September 20, 2011ð2:45-3:15 p.m.ðPS, Conference Room 

  Tuesday, September 20, 2011ð3:15-3:45 p.m.ðSMS, Cafeteria 

  Wednesday, September 21, 2011ð3:15-3:45 p.m.ðVDV, Media Center 

 

 

  


