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Somerville Public
gchools
Preschoo| Program
for ¢-Year-QOlds

he Somenville Public School
district’s [reschool Program is open to Somenville
residents with children who will turn four (4) years old
on or before October 15t of each school year. The
program is offered five days a weck in cither a
morning (8:15 am-10:45 am) or an afternoon

(I 145 am-~2:15 P.m.) session.

The program’s thematic-based curriculum
follows guidelines set by the New Jersey
Department of [ ducation’s Farly Childhood
[ ducation Program Standards of Quality. To
meet these standards, the program uses the Iigh/

ScoPc® Model for carly childhood education.
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THE HIGH/SCOPE®” MODEL

igh/Scope® is an active learning
approach employing a “Plan-Do-Review” process. This
unique method allows children to learn about their
world through a variety of creative and structured play
activities.
A child states a plan of action in gestures or words
(Plan), carries out the plan working and/or playing
alone or cooperatively (Do), and reflects on, shares, and

discusses their experience (Review).
The Five High/Scope " Principles

Five basic principles form the framework of the High/
Scope® approach. These include active learning, positive
adult-child interactions, a child-friendly learning envi-
ronment, a consistent daily routine, and daily team-
based child assessment.

Key Experiences

Through the use of the High/Scope® Model, a child’s
active learning focuses on a variety of “key experi-
ences.” These key experiences involve children in activi-
ties such as pretending and role playing, having fun with
language, building relationships with other children and
adults, expressing creativity in movement, singing, sort-
ing and matching, counting objects, fitting together and
taking apart objects, learning routines, and anticipating

events.
A Thematic Curriculum

A variety of thematic activities serve as the vehicles to

develop the preschoolers’ emerging academic
skills. With themes such as “All About Me,”
“The Five Senses,” and “Kindness,” different
readiness skills are integrated using one com-
mon theme.

These active learning opportunities in the areas
of language arts literacy, mathematics, science,
social studies, world languages, physical educa-
tion, and health and social/emotional develop-
ment are provided in ways to address each
child’s individual learning style. These objec-
tives in academic areas form the basis of the

New Jersey Core Curricutum Content Standards.
The Wonderful Start

The Somerville Preschool Program offers a
print-rich environment with pre-reading skills
such as rhyming, repetition, and storytelling all
woven into the child’s day. Alphabet letters are
introduced using an interactive program called
“Let’s Begin with the Letter People.”

In addition to these pre-reading skills, children
are also exposed to mathematics concepts such
as sequence, size, shape and patterns; science
concepts such as problem solving, observations
and discovery; and social studies concepts such
as self, family, diversity, and multicultural cele-
brations.

Student-to-Teacher Ratio

The program features a low student-to-teacher
ratio plus an instructional assistant in every




Program Requirements

7_0 c/'ua/i@ for the program the child must meet

the age, rcs/c/cncy, and immunization rcquircmcnts.
T he fo//owfng materials are rcqu/rca{-

o birth certificate (or/"g/na/ with a

raised seal from the 5tatc);

o Proo[ of rcsfa’cncy (current Jease,
which comp//'cs with Borougﬁ of
50/776/‘V/1/C Orc//’nancc #2004 and

#2005 or propcrtﬂ tax bill or c/ccc{);

o [Freschool Medical Record Form

(medical examination is to be

comp/ctcc/aftcrjanua/y 7, 200}’);
o certification of immunizations;

o 3 Mantoux tuberculin test if the
child is entering from another

country;

. com/o/ctccf school forms (ﬁca/tﬁ

/‘f/istory Form, Emcrgcncy Form,
and (Child [nformation Form);

° /oroof of guarc//ansﬁ/}o, /')[app//'cab/c.

Extended day care is not available.

Transportation is not provided.

Someryville Public
Schools Preschool
Program for

4-Year-0Olds

For further
information, please
contact the

Preschool Office:
(908) 218-4106
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Somerville Public Schools
51 West CIiff Street
”"{)” Somerville, New Jersey 08876




